Grow Portland supports schools and communities
by facilitating hands-on garden experiences that
foster connections to food, nature and each other.
We are grateful for the relationships we hold with
school communities: students, teachers,
administrators, staff & families.

What have we been up to:
Partnerships with 10 schools in PPS & DDSD, 9 of which are Title 1.
Teaching over 4,000 students monthly in 150+ classrooms.
Working with 15 Special Education Classrooms.
Hired 2 bilingual educators, Spanish & Mandarin.
Hired a dedicated Site Coordinator, to support relationships with district facilities staff,
support educators with garden needs, big picture planning of garden & land stewardship,
and coordination of work parties and sustaining outdoor learning spaces.
Have an active board/staff DEI Committee who created a Land Acknowledgement,
supports equitable hiring practices, and ongoing professional development for board &
staff.
Provided summer school programming at 4 DDSD schools, serving roughly 400
students.
Upgraded raised beds at 4 sites (Grout, Creston, Beverly Cleary, Lincoln Park).
Stewarding the care of 4,000 square feet of growing space and nearly 50,000 square
feet of outdoor learning spaces.

“I was proud of
myself because I
was brave to touch
worms!”

“You know what the best
thing in the school is? The
garden. That is precious.
We have to keep the
garden forever.”

growportland@gmail.com

971-202-9050

Looking Ahead (pending grant funding)
Add 2-3 new schools in 2022-2023.
In partnership with Indigenous farmer, expand native plant
areas, including signage and related curriculum.
Increase Educator capacity for community building and
family events at schools, including funding for translation,
interpretation and partnering with culturally-specific gardeners
& farmers.
Pilot middle school programming at Harrison Park.
Continue to increase access to school garden spaces for all
learners.

Our Values: (adopted spring, 2021)
We acknowledge that many we work with face persistent injustices and we strive to create equitable space
for each participant to grow, learn and thrive.
Our actions are grounded in environmental justice, equity, and accessibility to ensure
meaningful engagement of all students, families and school personnel connected to our
programs.
Our school programs are designed to promote the well-being of children aligned with each
child’s personal learning style, nurturing their connection to the living world and fostering
curiosity, compassion, and care for all living things.
The joys of exploration and self-discovery drive what we do and how we do it.
Relationships matter. We believe that our relationships with schools, students and communities
form the core of successful collaboration, innovation, and responsiveness.

www.growportland.org

